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Da wiurde Kbnig Sicguund berthme in allen teutfdhen Landen, und den Rbeinfirom
auf und ab, im Nord und Sid pricfen die Helbenlieder die Sdhdrfe feined Schwerted und
ben Glany feined goldbejchlagenen Schilded,

Und weir und breir, wer fiber Unrecht ded Midhtigen und iber Unterdriidung su
flagen Darte, wer Mubm und Heldenchre gewinuen wollte, der rirt nady Fanthen auf die
Sbnigéburg am Rheine, wo Siegmund unter feinen Helden an der cifernen FTafel faf.
Neben ihm gur Rehten aber faf Siegelinde, die fhdne Konigin, feine Hausfrau, dvie ihn
im GUid erfrente und in den Tagen ded Unghickes trdftere und feiner Wunden mit mil:
der Haud pilegte. Alled Wolf aber chree und lichte den weifen und Hihuen Konig Sieg:
mund und bdie milde und fhone Siegelinde.

@8 find nun aber, feit dic beiden dort unten am Rbeine in Chre und Henlidy-
feit auf dem SKbuigsftuble gejefien, vicle Gefhlechrer der Menjchen in das fille Haus bhin-
abgeftiegen, woraus Feiner wicderfefirt. Und in allen Landen, wo teutfche Lieder gefungen
werden, fieht Feine Giche fo alt, die da fagen Founte: ,als ich nodh jung war und jum
erften Male grinee, da rvitt vor vielen hundere Jabren der edle Kdnig Siegmund mit feinen
Gietrenen 3ur Jagd und jum Kampfe an mir voniber.“ Denn ju den Jeiten fbnig Sieg:
mundé ftanden nody in den dunflen Unwdldern breic und hodh die alten beidnifdhen Donners
cidhen, die viel fpdrer erft Bonifaziug, der hodverehree Gottedmann und feine beiligen Ges
fdbreen niecderbieben, da fie unferen Vorfahren in ihrer Waldnadyt das Lidht des drifilidyen
Glaubens brachten und bdafir den Martyrtod mit fidhlichem Muehe erlicten, was ibnen
Gott in Cuwigleit vergelten wolle.

G4 war aber, wie uné die guten alten Sagen beridhten, gar finfter und {danerlidy
inn den alten Urwdldern, da mech die Heidnifdhen Cichen und die blutigen Altdre der faljdyen
Gbtter ftanden, 3u Seiten ded Konigs Siegmund. Da modyte Niemand luftwanbdeln gehen,
ber nidht dag Schwert an der Seite und den Speer in der Hand filhree.  Vicle Tagreifen
founte der Jdger durch die cinfamen THIr und Walder das fliihrige Wild verfolgen und
er traf feinen Menfden und Feinen betvetenen Pfad, Die Sterne ded Himmeld und der
Qauf ver Waffer waven feine eingigen Fibrer in der ungeheueren Wildnif. Reifende Thiere
von gewaltiger Stdrfe und entfepligem Grimme, wie fie nun nimmer gefeben werden: Auers
obfen und Bren; MWifende und IWolfe licfen in dem dichten Gehdly nmbher und bridren
mit beiferer Stimme bungrig in bdie einfame menfchenleere Dede. Und wenn dann ploglich
die boben Gichen midhtig su raufden beganuen und die alten morjdyen Aejte Frdcdhjeen und
die Winde aug Felfen und Schluchten fEbhnren, pfiffen und bellren, dann war 6 gerade,
al3 fen der Srurm leibhaftig gefommen mit RNofen und Hunden dort das reifende Gewild
3u jagen.

Nudy in den Ldfeen baufte cin wildered Raubvogelgefdledht, dad bod) in den Felfen
niftete und von dort bie Walder tberfchwebend, mit den Mblfen fidh um Ddie Beute fvicr,
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Menjchen und Thiere mir feinen Krallen fafte und den Jungen um Futeer brachre. 1Ueber
den unabjebbaren, grundlojen Simypfen aber qualmeen giftige Nebel, und driunen fonnten
fidp Orrern und baumlauge Schlangen, von jeder Gattung und Gefalt und fogen fidy
voll Gifted. Unter den Hohlen Jeljen und in den Khifren laverten Wikrmer und Dradyen,
fdwarigefchuppt den Leib, wie die Nadyt, mit giftigem Athem, der wie Feuer fengre und
brannte.

Dod), was dad Schlimmite war, ungefiige bbje Niefen franden mit diefer Hdlijdhen
Dradhenbrut im Bunde. Sie waven cin ndcdhtliches Gejchlechr entarteter Menfchen, die vor
Gott, der Himmel und Erde erfdhafien, ihr Kuie nicht beugen wollten und ihren Juf auf
den Naden der fdywdcheren Menfhen fEellcen, bafl fie thun mufiten, was ihrem ;;url:u'au
lkbunuybc geliiftere.  Deun finjter, wie die Urwdlder, und wild wie dad reifiende ‘(‘i.‘rhi\'r,
dad N_rm haufte, war ihr Hery und gleich dem Gewnfrm uud den Dradhen in den verpefteren
e{tmwm waren fie in alfen Grdueln und widernatifelichen Laftern 3u fo furdytbarer Grofe
aufgewadyien uad fpotteten Gotred und fannen auf Vbjes. s

Am meiften mugten fn diefen wilden eiten die armen 3werge von den bbfen Rie=
fen leiden. €ie waren von Wuché Fleine und {dhwache Minnlein, hatten aber feit unbenfs
lidhen 3citen mandhen Sprudy uralter Weisheit unter fich veverbt, und Ffannten gar mandye
verborgene Kraft in Krdutern und Steinen. Dabei waren fie in vielen geheimen Kiuften
wobl erfabren und durch den harten Druck liftig, fdlan und verfchloffen geworden.  Sie
wobnten meijt tief unten in den dunflen Vergichachten, dort {chmicdeten fie aud edlen Me=
tallen Foftbare Kleinodien, gute MWaffen und Funfircidyes Gefchmeide. Bor ihren BVergen
aber biclren die Riefen Wache und jwangen fie Tag und Nadyt gur Arbeit. Wollten die
armen 3werglein ruben, danun ficfen jene jornig ihre gewalrigen Cifenftangen Dinein oder
traten fie fodr, wic Ameifen. Da trauten fidh die Furdytiamen gar m'd)ri.m dad Tages:
licgt, und verfrochen fidy, wenn fie Fonnten, in die tiefften Spalten.

Die flugen 3werglein waren darum den tibermuithigen Ricfen bitter feiud und bicls
ten e8 meift mit den Helden. Dad waren Minner des Sdywertes, von Gott mit Muth
und Kraft audgerdfter, gegen die Miefen und giftigen Wikrmer gu freiten, um die alre
finftere MWildnig mit ihren Simpfen 3u lihten, damit cinft der Saame einer mildern, beis
ligeren Sehre darauf Fonne ausgejdt werden. Die 3werglein fchenkren den Helden oft fcb.{rf.-
Cywerter und fefte Schilde und lehreen fie Manches von ihren Kidnften, damit fie den
Sieg dber ihyre Bednicer gewinnen mddDten,

Alfo war diefes eine 3eit ded wilden Streites, und dad befte Kleinod, das cin Mann
baben Fonute, war cin frifdher Muth, cin farfer Arm und ein gutes Schwert. Dasd aber
bnmn'bie Helden und 3u ihnen gehdree das edle Gejhlecht Siegmunds, des SKibnigs in
den Niederlanden, den die alten Sagen und Lieder preifen.
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Siegfried the Dragon-flayer.

FIRST ADVENTURE.

Of King Siegmund, and of Heroes, Dwarfs, Giants,
and Dragons of ancient Times.

tries, a King named Siegmund, who was mighty
{ in power and rich in honour. His caftles were
! ftrong, and his men-at-arms were brave; he
v = had fwords glancing as the fun, and fhields of
filver white as the moon, feftal robes embroidered with gold,
precious jewels, noble fteeds, and herds of fat cattle. But his
greateft and nobleft treafure was a lofty and truly royal mind,
for King Siegmund was wife in counfel, brave in battle, and
upright in judgement. He liftened willingly to the advice of
the wife and aged among his people, and was never difpleafed
even if they fpoke with rudenefs and reproach. His heart was
not fet upon wealth or treafures: as the majeftic fun fills hill
B
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hundred years ago, the noble King Siegmund and his faithful
train of followers rode paft me to the chafe and the battle.”
For in the time of King Siegmund there ftill ftood in the
old primeval forefts, broad and high, the ancient * thunder-
oaks” of heathen times, which at a much later period were cut
down by Bonifacius, that highly favoured man of God, and
his holy companions, when they brought to our forefathers in
their dark forefts the light of the Chriftian faith, and fuffered
for this with joyful courage the death of martyrs.

Dark and fearful were thofe ancient forefts, as tradition
tells, where ftood the oaks and the blood-ftained altars of the
Pagan gods in the days of King Siegmund. None dared wan-
der there without his fword at his fide and his fpear in his
hand. The hunter might purfue the beafts of prey through
the lonely woods and vales for many a day and neither meet
a human being nor find a path. The ftars of heaven and the
courfe of the waters were his only guides in the vaft wildernefs.
Ravenous wild beafts of enormous ftrength and fearful nature,
fuch as are now no longer feen, the urochs and the bear, the
lion and the wolf, prowled through the woods, and filled
the air with their fierce and hungry cries, making the forefts
re-echo with their founds. And when the lofty oaks ruftled,
and the branches cracked and fnapped afunder, and the winds
moaned and whiftled in angry founds from the rocks and caves,
it feemed as if the fpirit of the ftorm had come with horfe and
hound, to chafe the wild inhabitants of the forefts.

2 Siegfried the Dragon-flayer.

and vale with warmth and light, as the cheerful May decks the
fields and woods with flowers, fo from his gentle hand flowed
gifts and favours in rich abundance to reward true merit, to
honour the deeds of fathers or kindle the heroifm of their fons.
To every wanderer his kingly hall ftood open, to every one he
proffered the hand of welcome ; he entertained all as became his
royal dignity, and at parting he offered to every one a gift in
token of remembrance.

Thus King Siegmund was famed throughout all Germany,
and along the Rhine, from north to fouth, the keen edge of his
fword and the glitter of his gold-wrought fhicld were the
theme of heroic fong. Far and wide, too, whoever had com-
plaint to make againtt injuftice or oppreffion, whoever defired to
acquire honour and renown, repaired to Xanthe at Konigfburg
on the Rhine, where Siegmund fat amid his heroes at an iron
table. On his right hand was Siegelinde, his beauteous queen
and his companion, who fhared his happinefs, confoled him in
adverfity, and tended his wounds with her gentle hand.  All
the people honoured and loved the wife and brave King Sieg-
mund and the gentle and fair Siegelinde.

But fince the day when they both fat upon the royal throne
in honour and fplendour on the banks of the Rhine, many
generations have defcended to that filent and narrow houfe
whence none return. Nor in any of the lands where German
fongs are fung, does there ftand any oak fo old that it might
fay, “When I was young and in my early vigour, many

4 Siegfried the Dragon-flayer.

In the air there dwelt a yet more favage race of birds, who
built their nefts high upon the rocks, and thence defcend-
ing upon the woods contefted with the wolves their prey, and
carried off men and beafts in their talons as food for their
young. Poifonous vapours brooded over the vaft and bottom-
lefs morafles, in which bafked ferpents and adders, as long as
trees, of every kind and form. In the hollow rocks and
caves lurked fnakes and dragons, their bodies clad in fcales
black as night, whofe peftilential breath finged and burned like
fire. But worft of all, fierce and evil Giants were in alliance
with this hellith dragon brood. They were a dark and wicked
race, who, created before heaven or earth, refufed to bow the
knee, and fet their foot on the necks of weaker mortals, com-
pelling them to do what their impious arrogance required.
For their hearts were dark as the woods of old, and wild as
the favage animals that dwelt therein; and, like the fnakes and
dragons in the poifonous fwamps, they had grown amid all
horrible vices to a fearful fize, and mocked at heaven, and
thought only of evil.

In thofe fad times the poor Dwarfs were compelled to fuffer
moft from the wicked Giants. Thefe were a people weak
and fmall of ftature, but who from time immemorial had
handed down among themfelves many a tradition of old; and
pofiefled much fecret knowledge of the powers of plants and
ftones. Thus they had become experienced in many myfte-
rious arts, and were rendered cunning, fhy, and referved by the
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fevere oppreffion they endured. They dwelt chiefly in the
deep fhafts of mines, and there wrought trufty weapons and
rich ornaments from the precious metals and brilliant jewels.
The Giants, however, kept watch over their abodes, and forced
them to work night and day. If the poor little Dwarfs withed
to repofe, they angrily thruft down their large ftakes of iron, or
trod them to death like rats. Then the affrighted Dwarfs
dared no longer venture into the light of day, but hid them-
felves in the deepeft recefles.

The cunning Dwarfs were therefore bitter foes of the
arrogant Giants and warm friends to the Heroes. Thefe were
men of the fword, and endowed by heaven with courage and
ftrength to fight againft the Giants and poifonous ferpents, to
clear the forefts and fwamps, fo that the feed of a milder and
more holy do@rine might be fown there. The Dwarfs often
furnithed the Heroes with fharp fwords and ftout fhields, and
taught them many of their arts, that they might gain the victory
over their oppreflors.

This was therefore a time of wild ftrife and combat, and
the beft treafure which a man could have was an active courage,
a ftout heart, and a trufty fword. All thefe the Heroes pof-
fefled, and to them belonged the noble race of Siegmund, the
King of the Low Countries, famed in ancient fong and ftory.



